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~ WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE 


(144, High Holborn, W.C.1). 


British Women Aliens 
,In Their Own Country 








By the Naturalisation Act, 1870, a British woman for the first time in history lost her nationality on 
marrying an alien. 


A British Male subject does not lose his nationality except by a formal act of his own (naturalisation 
in another country). 


To enjoy nationality in one’s own person is a fundamental political right. 
We claim equal nationality rights for British women with British men. 


A British-born woman if she marries an alien, even if she never leaves this country, is treated as an 
alien. She is refused a British passport, refused protection of the British Government when abroad. She 
comes under the ban forbidding aliens to obtain work. She cannot vote for or be elected on any public body, 
or give her services to her country in time of national emergency. 


Marriage should not be a reason for penalising a woman by refusing her the status of an adult, and 
organised women protest against being classed with “a minor, lunatic, or idiot” (see Clause 27, Sub-section |, 
of the Nationality Act). 


The Government in 1931 made a declaration “that all disabilities of married women in matters 
of nationality should be removed,” but the Government has done nothing to implement this declaration 
although women have actively pressed for action to be taken. 


Bills and Resolutions, etc., have been introduced as follows in recent years :— 

1922 Bill to place married women with respect to nationality in the same position as a man or an 
unmarried woman. 

1923 A Joint Select Committee of the Lords and Commons was appointed. 

1925 A Resolution was unanimously adopted in the House of Commons. 

1928 Bill introduced without a Division (same lines as in 1922). 

1929 A statement favourable by the Prime Minister. 

1929 Bill introduced (1922 Bill). 


1930 A Declaration at the Codification Conference at The Hague—The Government is of opinion that 
a woman ought not, upon marriage, to lose her nationality or acquire a nationality without her 
consent. 


1930 Creation of the Pass the Bill Committee by organised women. 

1930 Bill introduced without a Division (same as 1922 Bill), 

1930 Same Bill again introduced and read a Second time. 

1936 A Petition presented to the King. 

1938 A Bill introduced by Lord Alness in the House of Lords. 

The Government argument in later years that uniformity of nationality within the Empire is essential 


and therefore delays action cannot be accepted any longer, as New Zealand, Canada, Eire, and Australia have 
enacted nationality laws which affect women in such a way that uniformity does not exist. 


The 1933 Amendment to the British Nationality Act, 1914, does not remedy this injustice, as it still 
leaves a British woman’s nationality dependent on the law of her husband’s country. 

WE CALL UPON THE GOVERMENT TO REMOVE THIS INJUSTICE 
AND GIVE BRITISH WOMEN EQUAL NATIONALITY RIGHTS WITH 
BRITISH MEN. 
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